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Recommendations of the Estonian Round table meeting 

on Hiiumaa, 26th of April 2007

In the Hiiumaa Round-table meeting 22 participant from Euro-regions , County Governments, NCM, Town Municipalities, Ministries on Interior and Foreign Affairs, Turku info Centre in Tartu and NGO-s were present. To discuss the subject: How Euro-regions will cooperate after conclusions of the Interreg IIIB project BEN. 

Common understanding was that the BEN network needs support by a pan-Baltic  umbrella organisation. Would it be NCM or CBSS or two in combination, will be agreed during the BEN strategy process. 

BEN partners should take active role in networking. One way to do this could be that one of Euro-regions lead BEN network in a bases of annual or bi-annual rotating chairmanship, depending of resource available. 

Existing BEN project web page should remain the major information and organising tool for the network. 

Annual people to people meetings are important to maintain the network, benchmark and exchange the experience that will lead to new cooperation projects, large of smaller, i.e. bilateral.

BEN partners can form national networks. In Estonia it is reasonable to keep the national network for exchange of experience and information. 

NCM office in Estonia is willing to support the national network to foster cooperation. It is necessary to find competence areas among Estonian partner-regions that would enable to lead new project work. We find it useful to make a study to map partner competence areas and interests for cooperation. Possible topics: Triple helix, environment, democracy... In near there will settled a date for Estonian post-BEN roundtable. 

The Ministry of Interior, that leads the CBC programming in Estonia, is interested to continue involving Euro-regions to the CBC programming; will support project preparation in the future, finds possibilities to launch a small project fund. For exchange of information, tools as newsletters, conferences, web page, are most suitable. Also a database of projects in the BEN project web library is most useful.

 The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, that is responsible for CBC cooperation in National level, incl. CBSS, considers BEN network as most successful and supports the continuation of the network. CBSS is interest on concrete projects that lead  to a successful trans-national cooperation. 

http://www.benproject.org/en
http://www.b7.org/

_1156679927.doc
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